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Environment, Climate Change and Migration

YU Qing-nian  SHI Guoqing
(National Research Centre for Resettlement, Hohai University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210095 China)

Abstract The United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen 2009 again aitracted global attention on climate change. In recent
years people begin to realize the serous impact of environment and dimate change on human displacement/ migration. However; in China
particular research on climate change, environment and migration is insufficient. Based on the related literature reviews this article introduces
intemational hotspots and challenges in this research area, aiming at promoting further research in China. Besides the discussion about the
teminology, definition and the category of climate change migration, by now the research focuses on three aspeds: The first is to estimate the
number of climate change migrants which will answer how many people will be affected by climate change. The second is to explore the
relationship among envionmental degradation, climate change and migration. which wants to explain how climate change affects people and
why people have to migrate. The third is about the policy response, which will find right policies dealing with the challenge of climate change
migration, both at the intemational and national levels.
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