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Collective Memory and Peasants’ Environmental Protest: Taking Wang Village in Anhui
for Example
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Abstract: Collective memory is a process and result of past events shared by a particular group of collective
members. Based on social groups perspective of the collective memory and research material, discover there
is no critical point in the occurrence of the peasants from collective memory to environmental protest behav—-
ior, and the core elements of collective memory such as" bitterness", " toughness"," resentment' and" ha-
tred' leading to their environmental protest behavior. From 1995 to 2014, the peasants environmental pro-
test caused by the collective memory in Wang Village is divided into three different stages and is character-
ized by three characteristics. including the intensity of psychological feelings and the firmness of protest for
rights, the interaction between the environmental protest behavior and collective memory and the
impression of the state in the environmental protest memory. In view of sociology. the future research direc-
tions on the collective memory and peasant’ environment protest include the research on the interaction
mechanism between peasants’ collective memory and their environmental protest behavior, collective forget-
ting after the environmental protest of peasants and the glimmering memory of peasants’ individual environ-

ment protest.
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