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Technical Presentation, Social Construction of the Environmental

Problem, and the Transition of Environmental Governance
CHEN A-Jiang

Abstract: Studies of environmental problems from the perspective of constructionism are detached
from substance condition and environmental governance. Distinguishing substance condition, technical pre-
sentation, and the social concern, recognizes that the technical presentation and social concern are both re-
lated and relatively detached. “Deproblematization” strategy in environmental governance aims to solve en-
vironmental problems with higher social visibility, to decrease social contradiction and conflicts. Anyhow
it still has environmental and social risks. The application of “citizen standard” in environmental gover-
nance emphasizes the social features of environmental governance, stressing the transition from the one—
sided focus on state and technology to multi-sided focus on state and society, technical measurement to or-
dinary people’s feeling.

Key words: environmental problem; technical presentation; social construction; citizen standard; tran-

sition of environmental governance
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