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Isolated self—protection: a market response to individual environmental health risks

GENG Yan—hu
( School of sociology and political science Anhui University Hefer 230601 China)

Abstract: China has entered a high—risk period of environmental health public health anxiety is increasingly
strong. In the diversification of environmental health risk coping strategies the self isolation whichthe individ—
ual through the market means to isolate themselves from the pollution sources and then achieve self—protec—
tion increased.The reasons for the increase of isolated self—protection measures are the continuous increase of
residents” health and anxiety the enhancement of purchasing power and the development of environmental
protection industry. Theisolated self —protection basedmarket has serious potential consequences such as the
reproduction of environmental inequality pollution indifference and the withdrawal of elite the intensification
of environmental problems and the waste of social resources. Isolated self—protection is only a temporary solu—
tion to environmental health risks and it requires the efforts of the government and society to eliminate envi—
ronmental health risks at large.
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