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An Investigation and Analysis on Ocean Culture and Its Characteristics

Chen Tao

Abstract: In recent years, the word ocean culture appears frequently in academic discourse system and
proves to be an important academic term in ocean humanities and social sciences, including ocean sociology.
However, there are three main defects resulting dislocation in the understanding of ocean culture. Firstly, the
addition principle of “ocean + culture” ignores its integrity. Secondly, the definition of ocean culture is gran-
diose but impractical, couldn’t reflect the origin and nature of ocean culture. Thirdly, the characteristics
research of marine culture is not strict enough. Ocean culture is rooted in human ocean exploitation practice,
having its own forming background, development history and basic characteristics. In fact, it doesn’t have the
profitable, commercial, democratic and legal characteristics; its basic characteristics are social, ocean, acqui-
sition, regional, integration and sharing. As an important birthplace of ocean culture, academic circle should
uphold the cultural consciousness to deepen the study of ocean culture, and promote the construction of pow-
erful country in culture and a strong ocean country.

Key words: culture; ocean culture; ocean sociology; culture sociology; cultural consciousness
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