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Water Relationship Based on Study of Long-distance
Water Diversion Projects: A Case Study on Yuqiao Reservoir of Tianjin

GU Jintu',LUO Jing2 , Geir Inge Orderud®
( 1.Research Center for Environment and Society, Hohai University , Nanjing 210098, China;
2.Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ( CASS) ,Beijing 100732, China;
3.Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Development( NIBR) ,Oslo N-0349, Norwegian)

Abstract: The exploding population in megacities and large cities has led to increasingly tighter water supply situa—
tion and thus large-scale trans—regional water diversion projects emerge at a historic moment. Long-distance water
diversion projects create environmental, economic and social correlation between water supply and demand areas.
Based on the case study of Yuqiao Reservoir of Tianjin, this paper analyzes its environmental pollution and con-
cludes that the weakness of governance means lies in public services and social relationship construction. The paper
focuses on the concept of water relationship, and defines it as a new, equal and acquired territorial link. It further
recommends constructing the water relationship from four dimensions: social infrastructure construction, balanced
mechanism design, environmental information communication and "mutual aid” environmental protection initiatives.
We suggest that environmental protection should be specifically targeted and there should be a set of schemes for
environmental protection initiatives to reasonably reconcile and balance the relationship between the state and pri—
vate sectors. The course of environmental protection should be constructed on the inner needs of participants.

Key words: water relationship; environmental community; long-distance water diversion project; environmental

pollution; environmental protection; environmental information communication
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