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An Overview and Comparison of Environmental

Sociology Theories in Japan and China

LU Chuntian MA Suchuan
( School of Humanities and Social Science Xi“an Jiaotong University Xi‘an 710049 China)

Abstract: Environmental sociology has become a mature field within the discipline of sociology in both Japan

and China. This article firstly summarizes major theories of environmental sociology and their characteristics in

Japan and China. Next it conducts comparative analysis of these theories between Japan and China in the follow—

ing dimensions: theoretical background theoretical characteristics theoretical levels and theoretical orientation.

Finally it makes reflections and prospects on the future development of environmental sociology in China and

proposes that future study should on the one hand borrow experience from the latest achievements abroad and be

rooted in local practice; while on the other hand actively absorb new development of different disciplines under

the premise of maintaining its own independence and expanding its policy application.

Key words: environmental sociology; environment problems; local practice; theoretical consciousness
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