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Disciplinary Development and Research
Specialties of China’s Environmental Sociology

CHEN Tao CUI Feng
( School of Law and Politics Ocean University of China Qingdao 266100 China)

Abstract: Disciplinary construction of China’s environmental sociology cannot keep up with the current develop—
ment of domestic environmental social science. Nor can it compete with its foreign counterparts. Nevertheless
recent years have witnessed considerable progress in environmental sociology research. Achievements have been
gained in empirical researches concerning water environment grassland environment and marine environmental
studies with a comparatively stable academic community established and distinctive characteristics formed. As
regard to theory construction although a complete theoretical system has not yet been formed localized research
hypothesis and conceptual framework has taken shape. Chinese environmental sociology is in the ascendant. Em-—
pirical researches in-depth and systematic theoretical exploration are still necessary to be carried out. The devel-
opment of environmental sociology in China need to follow the guidelines of localization characterization and the—
oreticalization in order to form a China School in research and thus enhance our right to speak in the international
academic community of environmental sociology.

Key words: environmental sociology; disciplinary development; theory consciousness; theoretical construction
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