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Inside and Outside” Cancer Villages'
CHEN A-jiang
(Hohai University , Nanjing 210098, China)

Abstract ; Focusing on the" cancer villages' in the Huaihe River Valley,
with the insides and outsides as an analytical framework, this paper comes to the
following findings: (1) Pollution of Mengying Village comes from the upper
stream, thus belonging to exogenous pollution although other factors may not be
excluded. (2) Although the media has reported realistically the anomalies of
cancer death inside the villages but put the blame on water pollution outside the
villages. The unexpected interventions from the government and the subsequent
massive studies have made the " pollution-cancer' relationship, which is supposed
to be clarified, unmentionable to the public. (3) Field investigation has found
that cancer in these villages is not only connected with exogenous pollution but
also closely related to the villagers daily lives and detected some important clues
such as" males - smoking - lung cancer" ," Hepatitis B - liver cancer" ," drinking
unboiled water -high frequency of intestinal diseases - changing drinking - sharp
decrease in intestinal diseases'. (4) By comparing some cancer communities in
the valley with cancer villages in other parts of China, it is found that whether
focusing on the inside or the outside of the villages has impacted people’s aware-
ness of diseases and their responses.
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