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How Do Villagers Defuse Environmental Health Risks?
CHEN A-jiang, CHENG Peng-li

( Depariment of Sociology, Hohai University, Nanjing 210098, China)

Abstract ; Incomplete information resulted from the unclear scientific relationship between pollution and disease,
and the institutional arrangements coupled with the lack of related scientific knowledge constitutes the obstacle for
the villager’s perception on environmental health risks. However, villagers were not as usually presupposed as to
be in the state of “waiting to die”. In rural communities, the villagers fully utilized the limited information taking
the advantage of the social structure and cultural mechanisms of acquaintance society. Therefore, the plight of in-
complete information was effectively addressed. Facing the external source pollution and realizing that they could
not reverse the situation of pollution, the villagers defused health risks strategically according to their life experi-
ence and common sense. The social relation network based on blood and geographical relationships and the
elites-mass structure also helped avoid the risks for the villagers. Therefore, despite that villagers were lacking in
scientific instructions to defuse the risks, they possessed their own unique logic in practice.

Key words: Health Risks; Acquaintance Society; Information Utilization; Defuse; Logic in Practice
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