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A Sociological Explanation for W ater Pollution
—A CaseStudy o DongcunVillage
CHEN A -jiang
(School of Technical Economy, He HaiU niv. ,N anjing 210098, China)

Abstract: Dongcun V illage in Taihu L ake V alley is selected as a case for field study. The
reaons of cleanness of w ater area around the village in the traditional society are found as
the follow ing (1) Thew ay of production and life stylew hich had formed over a long period
of time in agricultural society is a base of ewlogical balance in W eitian (low - lying paddy
fields surrounded with dykes) systam. (2) Community regulations and villagers moral
consciousness effectively prevent villagers from pollutingw ater. Since the 1990’ s,w ater area
around Dongcun has been polluted W ater pollution is a socioeconom ic problem rather than a
scientific problem or technical problen. Themain reasons of w ater pollution are as follow s
(1) Different stakeholders are not in balance (2) The grassroots organization has more
adm inistrative characteristics and the traditional villagers self- organization disappeared
(3) The traditional regulations and moral consciousness in rural community have been lost
Therefore construction of legal institution that is suited to market economy system is the
basicmeans to lve the problem of w ater pollution.
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