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An Interview with Prof. Yin Shaoting on the Local Development of Ecological Anthropology: A Re-
view of the Slash and Burn Cultivation Research in the Past Thirty Years
Yin Shaoting & Geng Yanhu
Ecological Anthropology is an important subdiscipline of anthropology. Ecological anthropologists
who are deeply rooted in the fields of China interpret the interactive relationship between ecology and cul-
ture from special perspectives. Prof. Yin Shaoting, a famous ecological anthropologist since the reform and
opening—up in China, explained the slash and burn cultivation from the point of view of cultural adaptation
based on a great number of investigations. He applied the method of cultural ecology system to his study,
pointing out that the contemporary slash—and-burn agriculture is a livelihood mode for indigenous peoples
to adapt to the ecological environment, revealing the cultural and ecological reasons why the slash—and—
burn cultivation had ever prevailed and lasts till now, and summarizing its rich traditional knowledge and
ecological wisdom. Prof. Yin Shaoting’s research is valuable not only for the heritage of agricultural civi-
lization and ecological civilization, but also for a better academic and social understanding of the slash-

and-burn cultivation. Furthermore, his research provides helpful reference for government policy—making.

An Interview with Prof. Yang Tingshuo on the Evolution of Traditional Miao Ecological Knowledge
Yang Tingshuo & Wang Jing
There have been a large number of outstanding scholars in the field of Chinese ecological anthropolo-
gy since its rise in the early 1990s. Prof. Yang Tingshuo, one of the first scholars on ecological anthropolo-
gy, began his research by examining the cultural differences between branches of the Miao Nationality. He
made a lot of investigations of traditional Miao ecological knowledge and technology in Guizhou karst areas
and unveiled the rich local ethnic ecological knowledge. Then he broadened his research horizon to the
whole country, preparing for a comparative study of the cultural ecological systems in different regions of
East, Middle and West China to build an encyclopedia—like information database of cultural ecology. This
interview focused on Prof. Yang’s early research on the traditional Miao ecological knowledge and technol-
ogy in karst areas. In order to help us to better appreciate the discipline charm of ecological anthropology,
Prof. Yang illustrated his investigation process vividly and talked about how to conduct ecological anthro-

pology research in an interdisciplinary way.

Ecological Governance Practice in Germany and Its Significance to China Fang Shinan

The main practice of ecological governance in Germany is as follows: promoting water environment
governance with a holistic ecological concept, realizing water resource recycling by controlling pollution
from headstreams, emphasizing the utilization of sludge as resource by turning waste useful, and enhancing
the new energy utilization such as solar energy. The success of ecological governance in Germany lies in
the application of the ideas and methods of “good governance”. The following are the essential characteris-
tics of ecological “good governance” in Germany: the most powerful weapon of governance is ruling by law;

the governance subject is the ecological governance community composed of government, enterprises and
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